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Dangers in ‘freedom_of information

by STANSFIELD TURNER

LAST year, the Central Inteill-
gence Agency received 4,172
requests for information under
F.0.1.A. (the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act), the Privacy Act, and
Executive Order 12083 ont national-
security information. ..~ = -

By the end of the year, 3,617 of
those requests: had ‘been an-
swered, at-& cost- of nearly: $3
million for-118 man-years of ef<
fort. That-amounts to-about 3820
each, All but.$9,218 wag borne by
the taxpayer.-» - = &8

Rather than opening’our socie«
ty, the Freedom of Information:
Act, when applied to intelligence

_created largely by the- distortions.

“cized, if they believe that we may-
- be forced to reledse such informa-;

information, often leaves the:citi=y
zen frustrated:at the time it:takes
to meet’ a.request; and disappoints
edat the results, : .7 v
‘Despite our-most sincere efforts?
to live up:to the spirit-as well as”
the letter of the law, we are una-«
ble to -satisfy most requests for
informatiom, & & Cooarwg Bk
This is not at all due to: am-
unwillingness. to do so, but.to the
need - to-comply - with other laws+3
that direct: us-to: protect national:
secrets;.. The most :important. of:
those : secrets concerns. how:wé?
gain access to-intelligence infors.
mation and:from whorg, = -7
Clearly; if through F.O.L A, we
released-data on collection tech-:
niques, elther technical or human,:
those techniques would. soon be-
compromised and thereafter uge-:
less. Journalists-understand this,
Witness - the- number  who- have-
been willing to go to jail: rather
than reveal thelr sources. -
.1t is neither desirable nor possi:”
ble_to:make intelligence agencies .

: tion. through. F.0.LA.: Potential in<;
“telligence - sources »question- ours
. ability+ to- protect- their= identity. .

“today-wili affect U.S: intelligence
‘efforts. 157 or: more: years: from:

‘ten:very

- gver 500 titles were giveri = to

responsive ito. the:people: ag:-a
whole,” if: at:the same: time:they

are. expectedsito: elt: fob:
effactively S G4 AR
Instead‘;? intelligence agencles:

should. continue to'be responsive’

to the people through:their elected’:
and ° appointed! government” offf-
cials. Tremendous progress "hasy
been made in the past few years.
in establighing new oversighty
guarantee to.the.

Finally, does F.Q.L.A, make our
nation stronger?. Unfortunately,
the law has encouraged the erro
neous perception that intelll%enca .

- yowed to try to destroy the C.LA,,

-supported by, the people.sy . o3
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As noted above, this is not the
case, since we must by law pro-
tect sensitive security data. Still,
as long as this idea persists, we
are likely to lose sources of infor
mation,- This perception has been

in the. press, where F.0.LA.-0b-:
tained’ fragments of . documents
have. been embellished with con- |
jecture to produce sensational but.
misleading or fallacious stories, i
“ Foreign persons and. cled:
become: understandably - reluctant:
to:share:information- that might'
damage-their own efforts if publi-

Sources: hot found and developed

v

now. No one can judge the impact,
this may have, < wwpdnis., : 7%
“ Under thede new faws, U.S, citi+
zens: and. permanent: resident all~
ens may cast a wide net'to obtain
information about themselves and.
may request the declassification-
and release of any information. In.
addltion, anyone, of any nationall-
ty, may request any::executive-
branch document that he can rea~:
sonably describe, £ s U0 are dr
'-~"The..reguests we réceive. are of«:
road, sometimes vague,i
and occasionally capricious, They.
range. from a request for all rec--
ords on-'underground- newspapers:

the lady: who-asked. for any recs:
ords-on her dog:i-to one. from an-
insurance salesman asking for the-
names: of: all;C.LA. ‘employes s
that they could be contacted:to
sell them: policies; to one-for per~
sonsl records on-an individual, os-
tensibly:from that*individual but
found to be from- a. would:be
‘blackmailer; to a request from a
high:school eivicssteacher:who:
_wrote-to: warn-usithat he-was

- perceived. by.: some: that: we . are
- powerless 110 keep: -hational ; Se«
CTeLS. ... g grag Wi, s

-lHc as-much-ag we ¢an, but we

leave fishing to the fishermen, and

‘requiring all his students to make
an F.0.I.A, request.just to:show
them how the system works. £- &

1 question’ whether- taxpayers’

money . should- be :spent ‘on. aily:
sear:zes of these kim R et

Then there: are-requests: from
people like Philip Agee,-whd-has:

an established arm of the govern-
‘ment authorized by. Congress and

T i et

Yet, the people have had to pay
-for 514 man-years of etfort, so far,
to help :Eee try to undo a duly
constituted- organ of. our govern-
ment. St B :

I fully support the concept of
freedom of information. Theppub-
lic has a. right. to know in general
terms what- their intelligence
agencies are doing. But the scope
of . laws: -should .be-narrowed 50
that the taxpayer does not-have tg|
pay 8o much.for. 9o little in.return;
and: so-our: security-18: not-threat.
ened; as it:Ingvitably is, when it is

We want to share with the pu&

refer not {0.have to respond to.a
ot of fishing.-expeditions.-Let's

keep our nation’s secrets just that
~— Secretn s eyt S g

*rector of the Central Intelligence
© Agency, s today's guest colum

"nist while Georgle Anne Qey
- I8 on vacation;z,
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